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*All student information contained throughout this presentation is sanitized; there is no 
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Summer School State Grants

• For 2024-25, a summer term of state grants is available for Next NC and NBS.

• Summer was awarded as ONE term on the State Grants Portal

• Summer is a trailer

• The last CFI disbursement for Summer was July 16, 2025, with last certification 
date July 15, 2025

• For private colleges, if your summer term is at a reduced cost, mark the
     Summer grant as low-cost.



CFI Limited Distribution

State Grants Portal and Processing

 

Summer State Grants – Withdrawals/Drops

If a student withdraws or drops hours in Summer 1, after census and earning 100% of 
their state grant, can the hours at Summer 1 census be counted along with Summer 2 
hours to determine overall summer eligibility?

A:  Yes, if a student earned or would have earned 100% of their state aid during summer 
term 1 based on census and return of funds policies, those hours count along with 
summer 2 term hours to determine overall summer eligibility for state grant funds.  
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Summer State Grants – Withdrawals/Drops

Q:  If a school treats summer as two terms, how do we define full-time for the 
summer grant?  What if a student who would be full time based on summer 
session 1 plus summer session 2 drops or withdraws from a course before 
summer session 2 census?

A:  If you certify the full-time hours up front, during summer session 1, and the 
student does not stay enrolled in the expected number of hours, enrolled hours 
should be adjusted down and funds returned.  One way to handle this is not certify 
any hours until the student reaches at least a half-time status. So, if I student is not 
enrolled at least half time in session 1, don’t certify until at least half-time status is 
reached in session 2.
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State Grants Formulas-Next NC Scholarship

Next NC for UNCs Formula
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State Grants Formulas-Next NC 
Scholarship

Next NC Scholarship 
(UNC)

Pell + State Aid
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State Grants Formulas- Next NC Scholarship

Next NC for Community Colleges Formula

AGI Limit: $80,000
SAI Limit: 7,500

Guarantee: $3,000
Maximum Supplement: $2,000
Minimum Annual Award: $200
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State Grants Formulas-Next NC Scholarship

Next NC Scholarship (CC)

Pell + State Aid



CFI Limited Distribution

State Grants Portal and Processing

 

State Grants Formulas- Need Based Scholarship for Private Institutions (NBS)
NEW for 25-26

Prorates like Pell starting 25-26
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State Grants Formulas- Need Based Scholarship for Private Institutions (NBS)
NEW for 25-26
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2025-2026 Changes for State Grants

State Grants formulas- Students over 500.00 Pell LEU

• For 24-25 for Next NC, students over 500 LEU received the guarantee of $3K for CCs 
and $5K for UNCs.

• For 25-26, the formula has been refined to calculate the exact annual Pell for LEU>500.  
This applies to Next NC and NBS.

• Term amount of Grant will be:
o ($3k-Annual Pell)/2 for CCs
o ($5K-Annual Pell)/2 for UNCs and Private Colleges (regular students)
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2025-2026 Changes for State Grants

File Upload for Pell LEU >=400.00 

• CFI has access only to the Pell LEU on the ISIR, which may be inaccurate/out of date

• Pell amount is part of the formula for NBS and Next NC, so calculating Pell correctly is 
imperative to students receiving the Guarantee(Next NC) or Base (NBS) Amount

• CFI will rely on colleges to provide an updated Pell LEU for students with LEU > 400 at 
the start of the academic year.  Most colleges are using the LEU from COD.
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2025-2026 Changes for State Grants

File Upload for Pell LEU >=400.00 

Why is the file upload needed students with LEU>400 and <500 and not just students 
>500?

• At the end of 24-25, updated ISIRS came in, bumping some students over 500 LEU and 
causing their grants to increase to $3K or $5K, even though the students were under 
500 during the AY and received full Pell.

• Since CFI will use the college provided LEU, if there is one, having an upload of 
students over 400 LEU will ensure that LEU is used and the student is calculated by the 
standard formula.
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2025-2026 Changes for State Grants

File Upload for Pell LEU >=400.00 

File will be a .csv, uploaded to the State Grants Portal at the start of the AY, or may be 
manually entered/updated on the Portal.

Pell LEU file layout:    Example of file, school code 002906-00
      Column F, Student ID, is optional

Timing is crucial:  Uploaded Pell LEU must reflect all Pell 
received to date, prior to Fall.
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2025-2026 Changes for State Grants

Pell LEU entry on State Grants Portal
Maintenance, Student screen:

 



CFI Limited Distribution

State Grants Portal and Processing

 

2025-2026 Changes for State Grants

Partial Credit Hours proration for CCs

• In 24-25, partial credit hours, such as 8.5 or 10.25, were truncated if received.  Such 
students were awarded in the portal at 8 and 10 hours, respectively.

• Starting in 25-26, partial credit hours will be prorated exactly.

• NOTE:  Partial credit hours proration programming in the State Grants Portal will not 
be completed until Aug-Sept.  CFI will round down to the nearest whole hour. Students 
with additional partial credits can be updated once the proration is supported by our 
system.
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2025-2026 Changes for State Grants

Credit Hours Proration for Private Colleges

• In 24-25, NBS was prorated by enrollment status. Although the hours enrolled were 
certified, the proration was still .75 for ¾ time and 0.5 for half time.

• Starting in 25-26, NBS is prorated by the hour, like Pell.
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General Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

Q: Why am I unable to access some options/functions in the menu on the grants portal? 

A: If unrelated to the recent rewrite, your administrator can check the roles assigned to your 
Username in the User Admin Portal:  https://schooladmin.cfnc.org/schoolloans/login

It is likely you have been assigned conflicting roles.  Users should  only have ONE Grants Role, 
Certifier or Viewer.  If you are assigned both, the lesser role (Viewer) will override the Certifier role, 
which has more access.  Remove the Viewer role to fix this issue.

https://schooladmin.cfnc.org/schoolloans/login
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General Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

Q: Where are my disbursements?

A: Make sure the earliest first disbursement date is filled in and has passed. Certifications 
completed by close of business Tuesday on or after the earliest first disbursement date will disburse 
that week. The earliest allowed disbursement for Fall is August 1.  The earliest allowed 
disbursement for Spring is December 1.

• Update your disbursement dates via School Preferences on the State Grants Portal.
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General Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

Q: Why is my student not eligible/funded? 

A: There are many reasons a student may not be eligible/funded. Check the SAI and 
AGI to be sure they are within the limits. Verify the enrollment status is correct (not 
certified for less than half time. Check for issues with the aggregate term limit, 
student default or overpayment, residency discrepancies, a previous bachelor’s 
degree, etc. 

Use the Maintenance, Student screen to look up this information.
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General Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

Use the Maintenance, Student to check for ineligibility reasons

Pull up the student and click on 
the Rejection Reasons tab.
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General Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

Use the Maintenance, Student to check RDS issues.
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General Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

Use the Maintenance, Student to check terms/hours remaining.

Student is eligible only for  a partial fall 
term.

Click the Tracking tab.
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Status of State Grant Interfaces for CCs and UNCs

CCs:
Colleague patch is available now to colleges. There is a new file layout to accommodate 
partial credit hours.  And RECON (combined disbursements) should now be functional! 

Be sure to contact CFI when you load this patch so we can make sure you are on the 
correct file setting.  Your file layout should be set to Ellucian-CC
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Status of State Grant Interfaces

UNCs:
The update for the state grant interface is now available to colleges. Once this is installed, 
you can upload and download flat files via FTP.

You should be set to Ellucian 25 once you have installed the update.
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For private colleges and UNCs not using Banner

You need to use the Ellucian 25 file layout if you are uploading certifications.  This layout 
has a place for enrolled hours.

All colleges are certifying by enrolled hours for 25-26.
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Status of State Grant Portal back-end rewrite

• The rewrite has been completed, and the new grants system has been implemented.

• Some login issues were encountered initially but seem to be resolved at this time.

• File upload processing is currently on a once per hour schedule at one minute before 
the hour, every hour. This interval will be shortened in the future.

• The Pell LEU file upload is processing very slowly.  We are working to speed this up.

• As we move into the busiest time for the State Grants Portal, please let us know of
• any issues or anomalies that you encounter.
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Updates

A rounding issue for certification prorations for 8, 9, and 10 hours is being corrected. 

• Term awards should be rounded to the nearest whole dollar but are currently being rounded 
up.

•  Once this fix is in place, affected certifications will be recalculated and the award amount 
updated on the State Grants Portal.

An update will be made to the formula for low-cost NBS students with LEU over 500.

• Currently, the formula is $2,200-Pell
• Since SAI/Pell are not part of the low-cost formula in general, we will NOT subtract Pell for 

low-cost students with LEU>500
• Once this change is in place, any awards already certified as low-cost, LEU>500,
     will be recalculated.
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Questions and Discussion
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CFI State Grants Contacts

Traci Mitchell   Traci.Mitchell@cfi.org  919-835-2364

Madison Hughes Madison.Hughes@cfi.org 919-835-2563

SEAA Contact:

Kevin Lineberry klineberry@ncseaa.edu           919-248-4679

mailto:aci.Mitchell@cfi.org
mailto:Stephen.McLeon@cfi.org
mailto:Stephen.McLeon@cfi.org
mailto:klineberry@ncseaa.edu
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