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• Overview of State Grants process

• A tour of the State Grants Portal

• Term Enrollment, Awarding, and Certification 
options

• Disbursements, Adjustments, and Reconciliation

• RDS in State Grants
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• Veterans and Active Duty -  NBS

• State Grants Formulas/Schedules

• Pell LEU file and Pell LEU>400
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State Grants Processing- Overview

Students and Parents complete the FAFSA
CFI calculates grant eligibility/funding:

• for each student
• for each grant type
• for each transaction
• for each of the 20 selected colleges (NC 

eligible)
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State Grants Processing- Overview

CFI receives and processes FPS data nightly

• Rejected records are NOT processed into state grants.  
• Provisional Independent records are processed, but no grant is 

calculated, and a rejection reason is assigned.
• RDS determinations are pulled into the state grants system in real 

time and are included in eligibility processing
• FASFA reported state of residence included in eligibility processing
• State grants number of terms/hours limit included in eligibility 

processing
• Defaults and Overpayments and other fields from FAFSA/FPS are 

included in eligibility processing
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State Grants Processing- Overview

• Grant awards are calculated and available on the State 
Grants Portal

• Eligible awards are “funded” based on budget for each 
program.  All programs are “over committed” because 
not all calculated awards will be taken

• “Funded” on the portal means funds are reserved for 
that award

• CFI and NCSEAA monitor funding levels as colleges 
certify

• Sometimes not all eligible awards can be funded
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State Grants Processing- Overview

Funding is first come first serve by FAFSA received 
date.  FAFSAs submitted by the priority date are 
guaranteed funding for NEXT NC.  FAFSAs 
submitted after the priority date will be funded as 
long as funds are available.

• UNC System Priority Date:  June 1 for 26-27
• NCCCS Priority Date:  August 15 for 26-27- 

changing to June 1 for 27-28
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State Grants Processing- Overview

• Colleges certify state grants by entering enrolled hours per term
• Certifications can be done by file upload or by manually entering on State 

Grants Portal
• FPS/ISIR number on Portal must match what college is using for other aid
• Grants are disbursed weekly – rosters generated on Wednesday, funds 

delivered on Friday – on or after term “earliest first disbursement date” 
provided by college

• Reconciliation throughout semester- Withdrawal Return of funds and 
changes in enrollment status along with SAI changes result in funds returned 
to CFI
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State Grants Portal
The Dashboard
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State Grants Portal
The Menu

 

Download 
Award/Cert 
file

Certify

RDS

Reconciliation and Return of Funds

Files, Reports, and Documentation

School Settings
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State Grants Portal

On Demand Reports

 

Awards Download, Interactive List

Select parms, Refresh List



CFI Limited Distribution

State Grants Portal and Processing

 
Additional parms/filters
As these are selected, list will 
change

State Grants Portal

On Demand Reports                  Awards Download, Interactive List

 

Click file type icons to 
export report

This functionality is 
available throughout 
portal.
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State Grants Portal and Processing

 
Download Layout: refers to version of 
upload/download files. 

Download Type:  Set to “flat” to process in 
interface, “.CSV” otherwise.

Use SFTP File Transfer: Set to Yes if using an 
interface.  Set to No if you want to download files 
directly from the portal.

Earliest Disbursement Date: For any date of a 
week entered, roster will generate on 
Wednesday with funds on Friday. Funds will 
disburse weekly, if preference set, for any grants 
certified after this date. MUST BE DONE YEARLY-
NO FUNDS DISBURSED UNTIL THIS IS ENTERED!
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State Grants Portal and Processing

 

You may view your bank account information but not change it.  To change, 
download the form, obtain authorized signature, and return to CFI.
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Settings-School Contacts

 

State Grants Portal and Processing

Add, edit, and remove contacts. 

Select email notifications to be received.

NOTES:  Adding Contacts ≠ Adding Users.  
 General Calendar/Deadline Announcement=CFI Grants Email 

List.



CFI Limited Distribution

State Grants Portal and Processing

The Term Enrollment File

• The Term Enrollment File is a list of students that are enrolled at your 
college.  Any student on the portal that is NOT in the file will be 
marked as ‘N’ for ‘Not Enrolled’ when the file is processed.

• Upload as often as desired or never.

• May be created by interface (Banner) or “manually”

• Send via SFTP or upload to the State Grants Portal
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The Term Enrollment File

Once the file is processed, you will see a report under Information Center, Report Download
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Awarding State Grants

• Request an Awards file and process in a state grants interface (UNCs and CCs)

• “Awards” file layout= “Certification file” layout.  Sometimes referred to as “Awards” file when 
going TO the college, and “Certification file” when going to CFI.

• Award manually if no interface or develop a process for your campus.

• Processing the Term Enrollment file first makes awarding easier by enabling you to filter out 
not enrolled students
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Awarding State Grants

Request an Awards File- Four options:

• Interactive List- Use all available parms/filters to get the population you 
want. Displays on screen

• File by Filters- similar to Interactive list, but not as many parms/filters and 
does not display on screen

• Interactive by SSN/ID- allows you to create a file with just select students 
by entering SSN or school ID

• Awards by Funded Date- create a file of only recently funded awards that 
are new on the portal
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Awarding State Grants

Request an Awards file using Awards Download, Interactive List

Fall, Spring, AND Summer for Summer school 
grant processing in Colleague- returns only students
eligible for all three terms.
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Awarding State Grants

Request an Awards file using Awards Download, Interactive List

• Use the filters to get the desired population

• Click Request Awards File
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Awarding State Grants

Request an Awards File using File by Filters

• Use filters as desired*
• No list displays- file is created

*NOTE:  Community Colleges should leave 
filters at default settings only for proper 
functionality in Colleague interface except for 
summer processing.  Follow NCCCS workflow 
for summer.
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Awarding State Grants

Request an Awards File– Interactive by SSN/ID

• Enter a list of SSNs or just one.  Student ID is an 
option if those have been uploaded or entered into 
the portal

• List of students will build on the screen

• Click Request Awards file once your list is complete
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Awarding State Grants

Request an Awards File – Awards by Funded Date

• Useful option for pulling recently added awards

• Enter date range desired

• Click Refresh List, then Request Awards File
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Awarding State Grants

Request an Awards File – Retrieve File

• Pull from CFI SFTP server if applicable, or

• Download from State Grants Portal – File 
Download
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Awarding State Grants

Awarding State Grants – Questions?
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 Certifying State Grants

• Certify by uploading a comma separated file (.csv or Excel) (all 
colleges)

• Certify interactively on the State Grants Portal  (all colleges)

• Certify using a state grants interface (CCs and UNCs)
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Certifying State Grants

Comma separated file upload

• Colleges not using an interface can still certify via file upload by uploading 
a comma separated (.CSV or .XLS) file.

• The Certification file that you upload is the exact same format as the 
Awards file that you create when you click “Request Awards File”

• College populates the downloaded Awards file with enrolled hours data 
and uploads it back to CFI as a Certification file

• Colleges may create the Certification File from scratch, referring to the file 
layout specifications.
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Certifying State Grants

Comma separated file upload

To populate an Awards file and send back to CFI as 
a Certification file:

• Go to to Settings/School Preferences make sure 
settings are:
o Download Type =“Comma Separated”
o Download Layout =“Ellucian PCH” (partial 

credit hours) or “Ellucian FCH” (full credit 
hours)  will both work for the .CSV file.

o Use SFTP File Transfer =“N”
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Certifying State Grants

Comma separated file upload

• Request an Awards File.  To make your file smaller 
and easier to deal with, you may want to apply 
filters:
o Select just the term you are working with
o Select only awards with a blank enrollment 

status(Enroll = None, not specified)

• Download file from File Download area of State 
Grants Portal.
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Certifying State Grants

Comma separated file upload

Here is the first part of the file. You will need to populate column J, DNENRLHRS.  Also, populate 
column G, DNCPS# or confirm that it is on the correct transaction (the one you are using for aid).

Using VLOOKUP with another file pulled from your system may help with the process.
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Certifying State Grants

Comma separated file upload

Once the file is populated, save it and upload it to the File Upload area of the portal. 

Once your file is uploaded, wait a few minutes for it to 
process.  You will know it has processed when you see this 
report under Report Download.
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Certifying State Grants

Interactive Certification on the State Grants Portal

• Interactive List option
o Lists all students available for certification
o Ability to update transaction number, add or remove caps, mark 

ineligible per school, in addition to certification

• Maintenance, Student option- pull up individual students to certify.  
o Offers full information on student, ability to add caps, holds, mark 

ineligible, change transaction number, view rejection reasons, view 
terms/hours used history, in addition to certification
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Certifying State Grants

Interactively on the State Grants Portal- Maintenance Student

Retrieve student record by SSN, Student ID, or Name lookup
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Certifying State Grants

Certification, Interactive List

Click “Funded/Eligible”
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Certifying State Grants

Certification, Interactive List

Click into the Enr Status box for the student/term and enter hours enrolled.



CFI Limited Distribution

State Grants Portal and Processing

 

Certifying State Grants

Certification, Interactive List

Enrolled hours, Enrollment status will populate. A popup will who the prorated award amount.  It will also 
let you know if there is a residency discrepancy.



CFI Limited Distribution

State Grants Portal and Processing

 

Certifying State Grants

Interactively on the State Grants Portal- Maintenance Student
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Certifying State Grants

Interactively on the State Grants Portal- Maintenance Student

Certify by hours enrolled 
instead of enrollment status. 
The enrollment status will 
populate once hours enrolled 
are entered.

Partial credit hour enrollment is 
now supported.

Click in the box, and enter 
enrolled hours
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Maintenance Student screen- 
other functionality

Calculator

• Shows fields used in 
determining grant eligibility

• Allow user to run scenarios 
using any of the changeable 
fields

• Does NOT update- only 
shows calculation
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Maintenance Student screen- other 
functionality

Update Grants Details

• Update FPS transaction #

• Cap an award- reduce award for reason not 
related to enrolled hours or a change in FPS 
information.  For example, student is 
exceeding their COA

• Mark as ineligible per school- possible 
reasons include SAP, or some other reason 
related to information that CFI does not have

• Add or remove hold- hold or release 
disbursement
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Maintenance Student screen- other 
functionality

Update Student ID

Add or correct an already entered or uploaded 
school Student ID
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Maintenance Student screen- other 
functionality

View Transactions

• Shows disbursements and adjustments
• Click the Transactions tab to show 

Two disbursed disbursements and one posted 
adjustment

Two disbursed disbursements, one pending 
adjustment, one posted adjustment
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Maintenance 
Student screen- 
other functionality

View Tracking

• Shows history of 
state grant used

• Pdf report 
available
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Maintenance 
Student screen- 
other functionality

View Rejection 
Reasons

• Shows FAFSA 
related rejection 
reasons

• Shows rejections 
related to terms 
of grants used 
limits

• Does not show 
RDS related 
rejections
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Certifying State Grants:   Questions?
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Disbursements, Adjustments, and Reconciliation

Disbursements by Date

Shows gross disbursement amounts.

Click details icon to get downloadable detail report.
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Disbursements, Adjustments, and Reconciliation

Adjustment Batches Shows all adjustments/returns for students 
where the student record HAS been 
updated.

Here, one batch is still open (not yet 
returned or returned but not yet posted 
by CFI) and two are processed (funds 
returned and posted).



CFI Limited Distribution

State Grants Portal and Processing

 

Disbursements, Adjustments, and Reconciliation

Adjustment Batches Shows all adjustments/returns for students where the 
student record HAS been updated.

Click “Add a Batch” to show adjustments 
outstanding and not yet batched by the 
college.
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Disbursements, Adjustments, and Reconciliation

Adjustment Batches

Add a Batch

Please create a batch prior to 
returning funds. This enables CFI to 
match the batch and check amount  
and easily apply all funds at once.
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Disbursements, Adjustments, and Reconciliation

Adjustment Batches

Add a Batch- Creating a Batch
Select the records you wish to return or 
click “Select All”.  Create a separate batch 
for each check to be returned.

Click “Save” to create the batch or click 
“Save and Request Report” to create a 
batch and generate a report. The report 
may be used to requisition the check 
and/or be sent to CFI with the check.

“Clear All” clears your selection.  “Cancel” 
backs you out with no updates.
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Disbursements, Adjustments, and Reconciliation

Adjustment Batches

If report requested, retrieve from Report Download.
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Disbursements, Adjustments, and Reconciliation

Adjustment Inquiry

Adjustments Inquiry Report can be run for one term at a time and all or one status.

Pending= not yet batched
Submitted = batch created
Completed= returned and posted
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Disbursements, Adjustments, and Reconciliation

Adjustment Inquiry

Amount 
posted 
for 
student

Date 
posted

Batch 
number

School 
check 
number

Date of 
school 
check

Total amount of school 
check

Export to report
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Disbursements, Adjustments, and Reconciliation

Checks

Shows all checks (or electronic transfers) from the college, the status and exactly 
what students those funds were applied to if the check has been posted.

Click the details icon to see student list.
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Disbursements, Adjustments, and Reconciliation

Combined Disbursements

Report/File that can be requested and pulled into an interface to create a 
reconciliation report and adjustment file for transmittal to CFI.

Transmitting and Adjustment file to CFI = Creating a batch using “Adjustment 
Batches.
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Disbursements, Adjustments, and Reconciliation

Combined Disbursements- Parameters

Report/file only- “made” disbursements only

Community Colleges: 
• Select Actual-Posted Adjustments- only this mode will work correctly 

with your Colleague workflow.
• If funds are due back and not yet posted by CFI, report shows pre-

adjusted amount
• Your reconciliation  won’t balance until funds are returned
• Correct any erroneous adjustments

UNCs and Privates:
• Can run in two modes
• Pending- All Adjustments- amounts reflect unposted adjustments
• Actual – Posted Adjustments – amounts only posted adjustments
• Correct any erroneous adjustments 
• Return legitimate adjustments
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Disbursements, Adjustments, and Reconciliation

Summary by Student

• Run by Enrollment Period, or Academic Year (sum by grant type)
• Include made, pending, or all disbursements
• Shows pending and posted disbursements and adjustments
• Export to report if desired
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Disbursements, Adjustments, and Reconciliation

Summary by Student

By enrollment period, all disbursement statuses

By year, all disbursement statuses
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Withdrawal Return of Funds

Return of Funds Calculator

Retrieve student record.  NOTE:  Academic Term defaults to 
“Fall” all year.  Check to make sure you are completing for the 
correct term.
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Withdrawal Return of Funds

Return of Funds Calculator

Calculator is 
interactive.  The 
next question 
depends on how the 
prior is answered.
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Withdrawal Return of Funds

Return of Funds Calculator

Withdrawal after 35% point- LDA known.

No return will be calculated.  

Calculator is 
interactive.  The 
next question 
depends on how the 
prior is answered.
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Withdrawal Return of Funds
Return of Funds Calculator

Prior to or at 35%, LDA KNOWN

• LDA defaults to current date.  
Update if needed!

• Enter the number of days in term 
and number of days completed. 
This number of days will be used in 
calculation.

• Days are counted same as for R2T4.
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Withdrawal Return of Funds

Return of Funds Calculator

LDA not known, prior to or at 35%

If no official 
withdrawal date, 
number of days 
since school 
determined the 
student withdrew 
will be used in 
calculation.

If there is an 
official 
withdrawal date, 
that date will be 
used in the 
calculation.
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Withdrawal Return of Funds

Return of Funds Calculator

LDA not known and no official withdrawal date, date 
school determined student withdrew is at or after 35% 
point

If no official withdrawal date or known 
LDA, and school date school determined 
withdrawal is after the 35% point, a 
return of 50% will be calculated.
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Withdrawal Return of Funds

Return of Funds Calculator

• For all calculations, click “Calculate” to 
see results.

• After clicking “Calculate”, you can still 
make changes. 

• Submit results when your entries are 
correct.

• Clicking “Change Student” will back out 
with no updates.
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Withdrawal Return of Funds

Return of Funds Calculator

Submit Results

Click Print to PDF to get a 
report.  NOTE:  NCSEAA 
reviewers may request this 
report from you for 
students that withdrew at 
of prior to 35%.
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Withdrawal Return of Funds

Return of Funds Calculator

Submit Results

IMPORTANT:  After getting your 
report, you must still return to the 
browser and click “Finished”.  If there 
is no report due to no return, you 
must still click “Finished” here. If this 
is not done, your entry WILL NOT BE 
SAVED.  You may have a report, but 
the withdrawal will not “take.”
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Withdrawal Return of Funds

Once the Return of Funds Calculator is fully submitted and the “Finish” button clicked, the student’s 
enrollment status will be updated to “W.”

For students withdrawing after 35%, a file of withdrawn students may be upload in lieu of using the Return of 
Funds Calculator.  The processing of this file will update all included students to enrollment status of “W.”

Grants Withdrawal file layout:
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 Reconciliation and Return of Funds Deadlines

FALL:   March 1

SPRING:  August 1

Summer:  October 1
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 Reconciliation and Return of Funds

• Reconciliation should be performed at least monthly.

• Currently, some FALL and SPRING returns for 24-25 are still outstanding.  This is well past the 
deadlines and is not acceptable.

• Going forward, late returns will result in:

•  Findings during Program Review

• Suspension of disbursements of state grant funds to the institution
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Disbursements, Adjustments, and Withdrawal Return of 
Funds

Questions?
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File Types

Multiple file types may be used to upload/download information from the state 
grants portal.

For every function that may be done using a file upload, there is a way to do that 
function manually in the State Grants Portal.
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File Types

File Types and Purpose:

• Grant Certification/Awards File:  Download awards to college, upload certifications 
to the portal.

• Grant Adjustment File:  Upload adjustments (funds to be returned) to the portal

• Term Enrollment File: Upload a file of enrolled students; students not in file marked 
‘N’ for Not Enrolled

• Student ID Upload File:  Populate your student IDs in the portal

• Grant Withdrawals File: File of students that withdrew after 35%- updates 
enrollment

       status to ‘W’.

• Pell LEU File File of students with Pell LEU > 400 at start of AY.
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RDS and State Grants

• No “grace period” in residency eligibility for grant consideration

• Grant dollars go ONLY to NC residents

• RDS is authority for residency eligibility for grant consideration

• If school has information that student is “non-resident” of NC, 
school must report student as “ineligible” for grant in current 
term
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RDS and State Grants

To receive a State Grant, a student must be an NC resident.  A 
student will be considered a resident for grants purposes if:

• The student’s most recent ISIR and the ISIR on which the 
grant is being awarded reflect NC residency AND

• There is a current or expired RDS determination of NC 
resident

• NOTE:  Residency exception for Veterans and Active-Duty 
Service Members and their dependents for NBS.
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RDS and State Grants

• State grants will be funded and eligible on the portal if FAFSA indicates 
NC, and RDS is Y (in-state), E(in-state expired) or U (RDS not known) OR, 
for NBS only, the student has indicated to RDS or on the FAFSA they may 
qualify for veterans/active-duty exception.

• Expired students must have been continuously enrolled at your campus 
since before determination expired.

• State Grants will NOT be disbursed unless FAFSA indicates NC, and RDS = 
Y, in state, or E(expired in-state). 
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RDS and State Grants

• Private institutions- RDS must be completed 
with an effective date no later than 45 days 
after term start date

• Public institutions- observe system wide 
policy for RDS deadlines for in-state tuition
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RDS and State Grants

RDS Flag:    Y (yes)= in-state 
  E (expired)= in-state, but determination 

   expired.
  N (no)= out-of-state
  U (unknown)=student has not completed 
RDS

RDS Val Flag:   The RDS result of Y or N has been validated 
(student has returned requested documents or validation 
has been completed).  Validated determinations are final 
unless the student seeks reconsideration or appeal.
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RDS and State Grants

View RDS Indicators

On the Maintenance, Student screen:

On Awards Download, Interactive List:
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RDS and State Grants

RDS Reports- Residency, In State

Check to see if any of 
your students will expire 
prior to beginning 
enrollment at your 
college.

If so, they need to 
complete RDS again.
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RDS and State Grants

RDS Reports- Residency Discrepancies

A Residency Discrepancy means 
a grant was removed due to 
negative residency information 
from RDS or from the FAFSA.
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RDS and State Grants

RDS Reports- Residency Changes

This report helps you keep up if you are monitoring RDS 
completion.
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RDS and State Grants

RDS Reports- Residency-In State Expired

This report shows expired determinations.
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RDS and State Grants

Residency Discrepancies

.

Residency Discrepancy Flag: If this flag is set to a Y, CFI has found a negative 
discrepancy related to residency and removed the student’s state grant

A student may be flagged for discrepant information if:
• The student completes RDS and is found to be non-resident (RDS flag 

also flips to ‘N’)

• The student updates the FAFSA to show non-NC residency.  If the 
student made a change and removed your college from the FAFSA, you 
may not see it.  But if it’s not due to RDS, it is due to the FAFSA.
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RDS and State Grants

Residency Discrepancies

.

In addition to the Residency Discrepancy report, the Residency Discrepancy 
Flag can be viewed:

On the Maintenance, Student screen In the Alerts section of the Dashboard
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RDS and State Grants

Residency Discrepancies vs Rejections

.

Discrepancies due to RDS do not generate a Rejection Reason.  They are indicated 
only by the Residency Discrepancy flag.

If you see this rejection reason in the Student, Maintenance Rejections tab, it’s due to 
a FAFSA transaction WITH your school code. 
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RDS and State Grants

Resolving Residency Discrepancies

.

If a student with a residency discrepancy clears the issue by:

• Submitting a FAFSA correction or

• Requesting appeal or reconsideration through RDS and being 
determined to be an NC resident 
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RDS and State Grants

Residency Unknown

.

• Students with unknown residency from RDS (U) will be awarded and can be 
certified but will not disburse.

• To resolve, student should complete RDS by the deadline.

• If student has already done RDS and the State Grants Portal does not reflect this, 
contact CFI with the RCN, if available.  In most cases, the student has used an 
incorrect SSN or DOB when completing RDS.  CFI can correct these in RDS if the 
FAFSA has a full match on name, SSN, and DOB from SSA.
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RDS and State Grants

RDS Deadlines in State Grants

.

There are two RDS date related triggers in state grants:

• Hold Harmless Date:  Students receiving a residency discrepancy AFTER the Hold 
Harmless date for the term will retain their state grant for that term. Subsequent 
term award will be removed. Hold Harmless dates are: 

 Fall:  10/1 Spring: 3/1

• Cutoff Date:  Students not completing RDS by the cutoff date for the term will have 
their grant removed for that term. Cutoff dates are:

 Fall: 12/1 Spring:  5/1
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Veterans and Active Duty - NBS

.

Students who are Active Duty Military stationed in NC or veterans who intend to make NC their permanent 
residence, or who are the dependent of such persons and otherwise qualify,  can receive an NBS grant 
without currently being an NC resident.

CFI gets initial indication that the student may be eligible from RDS or from the FAFSA.

Veterans and Active-Duty Military
VETERANS
Student Eligibility:
Veterans may qualify for the NBS without establishing residency for a year as normally required under the 
laws determining residency if they have: 
• Met the definition of “Veteran” in G.S. 116-143.3A as a person who served active duty for not less than 90 

days in the Armed Forces, the Commissioned Corps of the U.S. Public Health Service (PHS), or the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and who was discharged or released from such service;

• Were discharged under conditions other than dishonorable;
• Have an “abode” in North Carolina; and
• Provide the school with a letter of intent to establish residency in North Carolina.  
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Veterans and Active Duty - NBS

.

Veterans and Active-Duty Military
VETERANS
School’s Verification of Eligibility (do not submit to CFI; retain for program review):
To document and verify eligibility, the school will:

• Obtain a copy of the student’s DD214 (the VA Certifying Official at your school may have a copy) 
documenting service in the armed forces; or

• Obtain a PHS Form 1867 Statement of Service for students who served in the Commissioned 
Corps of the U.S. Public Health Service; or

• Obtain a NOAA Form 56-16 for students who served in the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration; and

• Have the student sign a letter of intent to establish residency in North Carolina.  
     Please see the letter of intent template provided by SEAA/CFI.
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Veterans and Active Duty - NBS

.

DEPENDENTS OF VETERANS
Student Eligibility:
Dependents of Veterans may qualify for the NBS without establishing residency for a year as 
normally required under the laws determining residency if they are:

• A dependent relative of a Veteran abiding in North Carolina;

• Live with the Veteran; and

• Provide the school with a letter of intent to establish residency in North Carolina.
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Veterans and Active Duty - NBS

.

ACTIVE-DUTY MILITARY
Student Eligibility:

Active-duty military members may qualify for the NBS without establishing residency if they are:

• An active-duty member of the Armed Forces as defined in G.S. 116-143.3(a)(2) (US Air Force, 
Army, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, Navy, NC National Guard and any reserve component of the 
foregoing); and

• Are abiding in North Carolina due to active military service. 

School’s Verification of Eligibility (do not submit to SEAA; retain for program review):
To document and verify eligibility, the school will confirm the student’s active-duty military status 
via the NC Residency Determination Service (RDS).
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Veterans and Active Duty - NBS

.

ACTIVE-DUTY MILITARY
DEPENDENTS OF ACTIVE-DUTY MILITARY
Student Eligibility:

Dependents of active-duty military members may qualify for the NBS without establishing 
residency for a year as normally required under the laws determining residency if they are:

• A dependent relative of an active-duty military member abiding in North Carolina; and

• Live with the active-duty military member.

School’s Verification of Eligibility (do not submit to CFI; retain for program review):
To document and verify eligibility, the school will obtain a statement that the student lives with 
the active-duty military member in North Carolina and confirm active-duty military status via the 
NC Residency Determination System (RDS).



CFI Limited Distribution

State Grants Portal and Processing

 

Veterans and Active Duty - NBS

.

Veteran/Active Duty Flags in the Grants Portal

Military Status(Mil Stat):

• A= FAFSA indicates active duty military
• V= FAFSA indicates veteran
• SA= College indicated possible active duty via School Active Duty/Veteran indicator 
• RA= Active duty status confirmed by RDS.
• RV= Student indicated a veteran status to RDS (must be confirmed and documented by 

college)
• SV= College has confirmed and documented qualifying veteran status.
• Blank: student not funded and eligible or no military or veteran status indicated on the 

FAFSA or by the college.
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Veterans and Active Duty - NBS

.

The Mil Stat flags can be viewed in Maintenance, Student

This student was found not a resident by RDS but is a veteran or dependent of a veteran.  Once the 
college properly documents with DD214 and Statement of Intent, they will update the School flag to 
SV and the grant will disburse.

Although students may indicate a veteran association during the RDS process, RDS does not confirm 
this.
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Veterans and Active Duty - NBS

.

The Mil Stat flags can be viewed in Maintenance, Student

This student was found not a resident by RDS but was confirmed by RDS to be active duty stationed in 
NC or dependent.  No action is required by the college here, because RDS has confirmed this status.
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Veterans and Active Duty - NBS

Updating to SA will not allow the grant to disburse; Active-Duty military 
must be confirmed by RDS.  SA is just informational.

For veterans or their dependents, the college must update the school flags to 
show they have collected the required documentation and to allow the grant 
to disburse. 
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Questions?
 

Veterans and Active Duty - NBS
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State Grant Formulas- Next NC Scholarship

Next NC for Community Colleges and UNCs- Formula

The Next NC Scholarship provides a guaranteed amount, at full time enrollment,  
between State AND Federal aid of $3K for Community College students and $5K 
for UNC students that:

• Have AGI of $80,000 or less (Parent AGI for dependent students,  Student AGI 
for independent) students

• Have an SAI of 7,500 or less

• Meet all other state grant eligibility requirements
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State Grants Formulas- Next NC Scholarship

26-27 Next NC for Community Colleges Formula
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State Grants Formulas-Next NC Scholarship

Next NC Scholarship (CC)

Pell + State Aid
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State Grants Formulas-Next NC Scholarship

26-27 Next NC for UNCs Formula
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State Grants Formulas-Next NC 
Scholarship

Next NC Scholarship 
(UNC)

Pell + State Aid
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26-27 State Grants Formulas- Need Based Scholarship for Private Institutions (NBS)
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State Grants Formulas- Need Based Scholarship for Private Institutions (NBS)
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• What’s New

• For Next NC, students with Pell LEU receive the greater of the regular 
calculation assuming full Pell, or the guarantee minus the actual Pell

• For NBS, the formula always assumes full Pell 
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2024-2025 Changes for State Grants

File Upload for Pell LEU >=400.00 

• CFI has access only to the Pell LEU on the ISIR, which may be inaccurate/out of date

• Pell amount is part of the formula for NBS and Next NC, so calculating Pell correctly is 
imperative to students receiving the Guarantee(Next NC) or Base (NBS) Amount

• CFI will rely on colleges to provide an updated Pell LEU for students with LEU > 400 at 
the start of the academic year

• College provided LEU  should be START of academic year ONLY. The LEU should 
reflect all Pell awarded prior.  The LEU should NOT include Fall of the current AY. The 
college provided Pell LEU should not be updated during the AY, unless the ror 

     reported LEU was incorrect.
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2024-2025 Changes for State Grants

File Upload for Pell LEU >=400.00 

Why is the file upload needed students with LEU>400 and <500 and not just students 
>500?

• At the end the academic year, updated ISIRS come in with an LEU that includes current 
AY Pell, erroneously bumping some students over 500 LEU and causing their grant 
amounts to change. 

• Since CFI will use the college provided LEU, if there is one, having an upload of 
students over 400 LEU will ensure that LEU is used for academic year and the award 
remains correctly calculated.
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2024-2025 Changes for State Grants

File Upload for Pell LEU >=400.00 

File will be a .csv, uploaded to the State Grants Portal at the start of the AY, or may be 
manually entered/updated on the Portal.

Pell LEU file layout:    Example of file, school code 002906-00

Timing is crucial:  Uploaded Pell LEU must reflect all Pell 
received to date, prior to Fall.
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Questions and Discussion
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CFI State Grants Contacts

Traci Mitchell   Traci.Mitchell@cfi.org  919-835-2364

Madison Hughes Madison.Hughes@cfi.org 919-835-2563

mailto:aci.Mitchell@cfi.org
mailto:Stephen.McLeon@cfi.org
mailto:Stephen.McLeon@cfi.org
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