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Most Recent Federal Update
In Person –March 6, 2026

◦ Tamy Abernathy, Director, Policy Coordination Group, and David Musser, Acting Director, 
Policy Development Group

◦ FSA Conference, Washington, DC

◦ Access at https://fsapartners.ed.gov/training/federal-student-aid-fsa-training-
conference/program/sessions/2026/federal-update

◦ Can see both the Handout and the Video 
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The Bartnicki Family







FAFSA Applications Update



FAFSA Partner Portal Improvements



Identity Verification and Fraud 
Prevention



Identity Verification and Fraud 
Prevention

• EA-APP-25-16 / FR November 26, 2025 

• Statement of Educational Purpose is no longer required. 

• An institution can now document completion of the identify component of V4 and 
V5 verification with: 

• Student submission of a valid government ID in person or through video call;

• Certification from a notary that the student appeared before the notary and 
presented a government-issued photo ID confirming their identity, for students 
who cannot appear in person or on video call;

• Verification from a vendor compliant with NIST Identity Assurance Level 2 of 
the student’s identity; or

• Confirmation of the student’s identity by responsible individual at the student’s 
prison facility.  
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Negotiated Rulemaking
PUBLIC SERVICE LOAN FORGIVENESS 

RISE

AHEAD

ACCREDITATION 



Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness













OB3: Reimagining and 
Improving Student Education 

(RISE) – Changes to the Federal 
Student Loan Programs 





RISE: Effective Upon Enactment of OB3 
(DCL GEN-25-04)
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OB3: AHEAD: Accountability 
in Higher Education and 
Access through Demand-

driven Workforce Pell 
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Accreditation



FR January 27, 2026 Negotiated 
Rulemaking: Accreditation 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/01/27/2026-01620/intent-to-establish-negotiated-rulemaking-committee


TPD Discharge: LOANS-25-07 and 
LOANS-25-04
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Guidance on the Use of Federal Tax Information 
(FTI), FAFSA Data, and Non-FAFSA Data 

• GEN-25-08 released 9/30

• Provides information on the permitted access, disclosure, and use of FTI, FAFSA data, 
and non-FAFSA data by schools, state agencies, and contractors under the Higher 
Education Act, the Internal Revenue Code (IRC), the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act, and the Privacy Act of 1974.
• Defines FTI, FAFSA data, and non-FAFSA data

• Describes FTI and FAFSA data use without additional student consent

• Describes FTI and FAFSA data use that requires student consent

• Explains FERPA and the use of non-FAFSA or institutional data

• Clarifies the role student consent plays in disclosures and data sharing

◦ When determining whether a use or disclose of data is allowable, the most restrictive statute 
applies (HEA, IRC, or FERPA). 

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2025-09-30/guidance-use-federal-tax-information-fti-free-application-federal-student-aid-fafsar-data-and-non-fafsa-data
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2025-09-30/guidance-use-federal-tax-information-fti-free-application-federal-student-aid-fafsar-data-and-non-fafsa-data
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2025-09-30/guidance-use-federal-tax-information-fti-free-application-federal-student-aid-fafsar-data-and-non-fafsa-data
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2025-09-30/guidance-use-federal-tax-information-fti-free-application-federal-student-aid-fafsar-data-and-non-fafsa-data
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2025-09-30/guidance-use-federal-tax-information-fti-free-application-federal-student-aid-fafsar-data-and-non-fafsa-data
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2025-09-30/guidance-use-federal-tax-information-fti-free-application-federal-student-aid-fafsar-data-and-non-fafsa-data


Voter Registration and FWS Allowable Uses 
GEN 25-05

Provides guidance on the minimum institution obligations 
regarding the requirement in the Higher Education Act for 
distribution of voter registration forms 

DCL GEN-22-05 and GEN-24-03 rescinded 

Explains the use of FWS Funds for Voter Registration and Other 
Political Activities

◦ Regulations under 34 CFR 675.22(b)(5) prohibits FWS funds 
from being used, among other things, to employ students whose 
work “involves any partisan or nonpartisan political activity.”

◦ Institutions must avoid employing students in FWS jobs where 
they engage in any political activity or in work that serves the 
interests of a particular group 
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DCL GEN 25-09 Prohibited Use of 
Grant Funds for Lobbying 
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Final Funding Authorizations for 
Campus-Based Aid 

CB-26-05

Final funding amounts posted by April 1, 2026
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Borrower Defense to Repayment
GENERAL-26-22

Resumed

Option to respond; no negative inference against a school that does not respond

Institutions provided the opportunity to respond 60 days from the date the notification is 
received

More than 90% have fewer than 100 applications

Review the Q&A! 
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Implementation of R2T4 Regs
GENERAL-26-20

Institutions required to take attendance must document the date of the institution’s 
determination that the student withdrew no later than 14 days after the LDOA

Modules count in the denominator only when the student begins attendance in the module

Early implemented – Incarcerated individual exception; full refund exemption (both optional) 
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Draft Cohort Default Rates 
LOANS-26-03

March 23 draft cohort default rate notifications were sent to the SAIG mailbox; download at 
NSLDS if not enrolled in eCDR

SHCDREOP

Appeal Period began March 31 
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FSA TRAINING

• Friday Webinars are coming to assist us with OB3 implementation issues

• Announced in April 



LEIGH AN N HUSSEY

LHUSSEY@WESTGA.EDU
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